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Sir: 

COMMENT ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The above-identified application was allowed in the Notice of Allowance mailed 
April 26, 2004. The issue fee is being paid concurrently with this Comment. 

With the Notice of Allowance, the Examiner provided a statement of reasons for 
allowance. The statement recites, "a microwave plasma processing apparatus 
including" a number of the claimed elements. The statement italicizes portions of the 
listed claim elements, including the clauses, "a ring-shaped supporting shelf protruding 
toward the center of the chamber" and "the supporting shelf has an inner periphery 
including a corner portion shaped into a curve." See Notice of Allowability, page 2 
(emphasis in original). 




Group Art Unit: 1763 

Examiner: P. Hassanzadeh 

Notice of Allowance Dated: April 26, 
2004 



Although Applicant agrees with the Examiner's ultimate conclusion that the 
claims are allowable, Applicants respectfully disagree with the apparent characterization 
the claim is allowable only for the recitation of the term "curve" and/or the recitation of 
the supporting shelf. Instead, Applicants submit that the claims are also allowable 
because, in addition to the reasons listed, the claims include other elements and subject 
matter not disclosed or suggested in the prior art. Therefore, the claims are allowable 
because of the combination of all the elements arranged as claimed, as expanded 
under the doctrine of equivalents. 

If there is any fee associated with the filing of this Comment, please charge 
Deposit Account No. 03-1129. 



Respectfully submitted, 




FINNEGAN, HENDERSON, FARABOW, 
JSARRETT &-DUNNER LLP. 



Dated: July 23, 2004 
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